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The 2241/225t% Street Community Watch “~—r

NEWSLETTER

If it happens in our community, we know about it! Winter, 2006/Summer 2007

Dear Neighbors and Friends...

This year will mark the 100th anniversary of the establishment of the Laurelton community which after 100 years still remains a coveted and
premier place to live. Laurelton can not only boast of being beautiful, but uniquely designed. The distinct architecture of our homes include
turn-of-the century farmhouses; Spanish-style stucco bungalows and English Tudors. The well-manicured and maintained green spaces add to
its charm.

Laurelton a planned community, which was built partly on a former golf course that was surrounded by fresh water brooks and streams, was
designed to last. So far, Laurelton has managed not to become tainted by the proliferation of high-rise luxury dwellings and the ills that come
with it and have over the years, pretty much remained the bedroom community envisioned in 1907; that, however, could change. Due to our
great location and the financial make-up of residents here, there are those that see our community as a money- making opportunity, and as such,
foster projects and initiatives that will not only change the landscape of our community, but diminish our quality of life as well.

Laurelton has thrived because of the care and commitment of the residents who live here. Laurelton residents past and present have always
taken pride and care of this community. For some of the older residents, who moved here during the sixties, if they were African-American, they
literally risked their well-being to live here. Greatcommu n i t i e s hagpenntheytrequirethart work and commitment. 1 t ° s not
just pay your mortgage and keep your lawn manicured Since the inception of our organization in 1999, we have had to fight numerous threats
to our well-being and quality-of-life; unneeded/unwanted 24-hour businesses; over-saturation with group home facilities; aggressive developers
who have no regard for the integrity of our community; pollution threats from a nearby pharmaceutical plant, just to name a few. We have won
some battles, but we have also lost a few because of lack of participation and involvement from our residents.

We are currently facing the most daunting and important challenge to our community; getting our zoning changed so that overdevelopment by
aggressive developers do not destroy the integrity of our community. The Concerned Citizens of Laurelton spearheaded the effort to get our
zoning changed over four years ago, long before many other communities even started the process. Cambria Heights and Springfield Gardens
have gotten zoning changes; why not Laurelton? Why are we still waiting? For some areas in Laurelton, current zoning allows for multi-family
homes to be able to be built in many places where there are currently only one-family homes. It also could allow for huge apartment complexes
to be built along Merrick Blvd. If you are unfortunate enough to live in one of the pockets that allows for multi-family dwellings to be built, you
could very easily one day wake up to a multi-family apartment-like complex next to your home.

Are you aware of the issue? Have you attended at least one of the many meetings held over the last four years to address this issue? Have you
written your elected officials and voiced your opinion and concern? Have you signed one of the many petitions that have been circulated over
the last four years? Have you contacted Ms. Amanda M. Burden, ACIP, of the Department of City Planning and asked why? Are you concerned
for the future of your community? If you have done nothing, then you might be letting the people who may not necessarily have your best
interest at heart represent your interest. Find out the facts about rezoning and let your opinion be heard. Supporting the rezoning effort is the
only way to ensure that the integrity of our community stays in tact.

There are very few communities |l eft in our City t hhasebeferausand o
be involved and ensure that Laurelton remains a place where people want to live. Join one of the many organizations in our community that are
doing things to make this community a better place to live. Get to know your elected officials; write them; call them; let them know what you
want and expect. Get to know your local merchants and the people who serve and do business in your community. Attend Police Council and
Community Board Meetings and get to know wh a théfoge it gecoimes an issaen Holl n
your elected officials accountable; vote. Take pride in where you live. Let’s make sure Laurelton is a special place for our successors 100
years from now.

Sincerely,
Delores Bennett
Editor

Meetings are held bi-monthly on the third Thursday of the month at 7:30 p.m. at the Lebanon-Seventh Day Adventist Church at 131-72 223 Street, in Laurelton



WE’RE STILL MEETING...

Our general meetings are held the third
Thursday of every other month at the
Lebanon-Seventh Day Adventist Church
131-72 223rd Street (Near 133" Ave.),
Laurelton, at 7:30 P.M.

July 19, 2007
September 20, 2007
November 15, 2007

FUNDRAISER RAFFLE WINNER...

Our yearend fundraising raffle was a big
success. The first place raffle prize;a2 0 "
flat screen TV was won by Janet Tyrell of
Queens New York and the second place
raffle ticket was sold by' Ronald Summers

of 224" Street to a lucky co-worker who

won $150 in cash. Thank you to all of our
block residents, friends, fellow associations
and sponsors who continue to support our
fundraising efforts.

NEW VP FOR THE ASSOCIATION...

As of January 2007, Ronald Summers Sr.
of 224" Street has been appointed Vice
President of the 224"/225" Street C.A.O.L.
Mr. Summers, a Laurelton resident for over
20 years, has worked as a Block Captain
for the Association from its inception in
1999 and has always been an active part of
his community. We know he will be a
valuable asset to the Association.

FAREWELL AND THANK YOU...

For the past six years, our community was
fortunate enough to have been served by
Police Officer, Robert Olivieri, who took as
much pride in our community as we do. He
not only served us as a Police Officer, but
treated our community as though it were
his own. Officer Olivier retired from the
Police Department at the end of January.

We would like to thank him for his service
and dedication to our community. He will
be greatly missed.

PROGRESS FINALLY...

The Association was notified recently by
the office of Councilman James Sanders Jr.
that the New York City Housing Authority
(NYCHA) commenced with a sealed bid for
the sale of five vacant single-family houses
located in Laurelton and Rosedale which

will include two houses located on 224th
Street; 131-27 224th Street and 131-23/25
224th Street..

The houses on 224™ Street have been
vacant for over five years and have become
a serious quality-of-life issue for our
residents. The houses have been poorly
maintained by the City, and as such, have
been subject to vandalism; open to
trespassers, and have adversely affected
the property values in the neighborhood.

The Association has been trying for years
to get our elected officials to put pressure
on the NYCHA to get these houses sold.
With any luck, this is a first step to getting
these properties sold to responsible
individuals who will share our vision for
our community.

REZONING UPDATE...

The Concerned Citizens of Laurelton and
the Association hosted a townhall meeting
on December 14, 2006 to update residents
on the current status of the rezoning
initiative for Laurelton. The CCLt h a't
been spearheading this effort have been
fighting for over four years to get the
rezoning passed. At the time of the
townhall, we were entering the final phase
of the process and were assured the
backing and support of our Councilman
James Sanders Jr. and Councilman Tony
Avella of District 19, who is also the Chair
of the Zoning and Franchise Committee.

Communities all over Queens faced with
the same rezoning issue have had their
rezoning approved because their
community and elected officials have
shown overwhelming, cohesiveness

support, and put pressureonthe“ power

t h a ttogbté@ done. To date, the
Planning Board has not approved the
rezoning for Laurelton. WHY ARE WE
STALLED!

There was another meeting held in June
2007, hosted by our Councilman, James
Sanders, Jr., to provide an update and
discuss the issue and according to the
information received there, we are literally
back at square one; waiting for a study,
which for all intents and purposes has
already been done by the CCL for
Laurelton.

The timeline being proposed for the study
completion is the end of 2007, and this
pushes the final approval phases well into
2008, which will coincide with the end of
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the political term of some of our elected
officials, which means the issue will die.
We cannot let that happen. We have
worked too hard and the stakes are too
high. It took over 30 years for this issue to
get to the table and over four years to get
the proper support. If it dies here, there
will never be another opportunity and
Laurelton will become open game for over-
aggressive developers.

Let your voice be heard. Contact Ms.
Amanda M. Burden, AICP, Director,
Department of City Planning, and let her
know that you are in favor of the rezoning
as proposed by the CCL. She can be
reached at 212-720-3200; 22 Reade Street,
2" Floor, New York, N.Y. 10007-12186.

NEW COMMANDER OF THE 105TH...

Deputy Inspector Steven Haynes has been
assigned as the new Commander of the
105" precinct. The Deputy Inspector was
a guest speaker at our May 17" general
meeting. Deputy Inspector Haynes is
actually a former resident of Springfield
Gardens, so he knows what this community
means to us. We look forward to working
with him.

NEW PRECINCT PROPOSED...

Congressman Gregory Meeks has formed a
task force for the purpose of creating a new
precinct for Southeast Queens; the 116M,
Currently the 105™ precinct, which
encompasses our community, covers over
25 miles, making its coverage area one of
the largest in Queens.

LET’S PARTY...

Our 9th annual block festival will be held
on Saturday, July 21% on 224™ Street
between 131 and 133" Avenues, from
12-8pm. Thi s gemeawill beghe t
celebration of the 100" anniversary of the
establishment of the Laurelton community.
Volunteers welcome; come out and lend a
hand. We look forward to seeing you.

Note: Residents of 224th Street; There
will be NO PARKING on 224th Street
from 8 a.m. to 9 p.m., on Saturday, July
21. Any cars left on the block will be
subject to ticket and tow by the NYPD.

Announcements
Happy Birthday Delores Bennett — 224™ Street
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